
 

Dear Parents, 

Some messages of thanks: 

 Thank you to Mini Vinnies under the guidance of Mrs Grant for coordinating our very 

successful Mufti Monday and jelly bean guessing competition! 

 Thank you Mrs Grant and all the students who led us in our Holy Week liturgy this 

afternoon! 

 Thank you to the P&F fundraising committee, led by Mrs Anya Alcock for our great 

Easter Raffle 2018. Lots of prizes and many excited winners! We are thankful to all 

our families for your support of this fundraiser for our school! 

 

A reflection for Holy Week: 

Christians attempt to comfort sufferers by touting the benefits of suffering. “Suffering builds 

character,” we say. “I don’t want character,” says the sufferer. “I want relief.” Then come 

the inevitable questions: “Why does God let bad things happen?” and “Where is God when 

it hurts?” 

 

The care that parents give their children suggests answers to both questions. For 

example, suppose a seven-year-old girl is taking her first ride on a bicycle. Her father, 

running alongside her, sees that she is about to hit a rough spot on the road but restrains 

his impulse to reach out and steady the bike. The dad wants his little girl to learn how to 

ride with confidence, so he does not prevent her fall. When the bike bounces off the bump, 

the girl panics, tumbles to the pavement, and scrapes her elbow and knee. The dad 

scoops her up into his arms and comforts her. Then he carries her into the house, cleans 

and dresses her scratches, holds her on his lap; and tells her a favourite story. 

 

God is like that dad. He lets us navigate our way, but he stays alongside us. He does not 

prevent bad things from happening because he wants us to learn to deal confidently with 

hardship. But when we suffer, God scoops us up and stays with us. He shares our pain, 

sustains us; and consoles us. 
 

That’s the message of the cross; and signing ourselves opens us to hearing it. God’s only 

Son became a man in Christ. In his human nature, God himself suffered rejection, 

humiliation, ridicule, abandonment, buffetings, scourging, crucifixion; and death. He 

embraced suffering as a man so that he could comfort us in our suffering. 

 

When we make the sign of the cross we invite the Lord to join us in our suffering. We 

touch our forehead and move down to our breast, telling the Lord with this gesture that we 

want him to bend down to us. Then we cross our shoulders in a movement that asks him 

to support us—to shoulder us—in our suffering.     From The Sign of the Cross by Bert 

Ghezzi.  

 
May you have a happy and a holy Easter. 
Blessings. 
Jo 
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https://www.loyolapress.com/sitecore/commerce/products/loyola-press-shop/books/the-sign-of-the-cross
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Have Fun - Read Together 

      

 As simple as it sounds, ten minutes a day of quality time, having fun with a book can make the difference 
between someone who struggles with reading and someone who discovers the joy of reading. Take your child to 
the library to choose new books. Model reading and a love of books. Make reading time an important family 
routine. When it comes to reading, parents’ expectations can be tainted with fear and anxiety, which then can  
transfer onto the child. Link reading to his or her interests and make reading a fun family thing to do. Relax and 
enjoy the time you spend reading together and you will find your child responds positively. Eliminate the stress 
and anxiety of reading together by trying the strategies listed below: 
  
Book Orientation 
  
Before you start reading with your child, take only a few minutes to discuss the book. While your child holds the 
book, flip through the pages and talk about the title, illustrations and any unusual words that you notice. Pictures 
are a story within the story. Allow your child the time it takes to look at the pictures. Memorising the book can be 
part of the reading process, as your child is actually modelling reading and behaving like a reader. These things 
need to be celebrated, so sit back and enjoy watching your child grow and develop in the world of literacy.  
 
Praise the reading afterwards. You are reinforcing good reading habits when you respond with: 

         I liked the way you read ahead. 

         I like the way you worked out that word by using the clues in the story. 

         I liked how you self-corrected when you read the incorrect word. 

         I liked how you did not stop and get worried about that word but kept on reading to gather more clues. 
 
When your child substitutes a word with a similar meaning to the one in the text, s/he is reading for meaning. The 
word might be “horse” and the child reads “pony” – in this case, meaning is being maintained and s/he does not 
need to be corrected at this point. 
 
Sounding out a word is the least effective strategy, as most words can’t be sounded out. Children often look 
ahead and take some time to piece the sentence together. Encourage your child to read for meaning – ask, 
“What word would fit here and make sense? “ Or simply say: “Read on, reread, look for clues in the text such as 
the illustration, or skip the word”. Struggling readers often try to sound a word out and they become frustrated 
when it does not work. Avoid the frustration. Reading is not a test. Set your child up for success.  
 
Please go to the website below to find simple strategies that you can use with your child to develop reading 
skills. Click on ‘Videos’ then ‘Reading strategies’. Reading is a lifelong skill so let’s start early to create 
independent readers as early as Kindergarten.   
 
http://www.read4success.com.au/#!strategies-to-support-struggling-readers/cyz1 

 

“It’s reading that makes readers.” Nancie Atwell 
 
Wishing you all a blessed and joyous Easter season.  
 
Mary-Ann Fraser 

http://www.read4success.com.au/#!strategies-to-support-struggling-readers/cyz1


FROM THE REC 

  

Religious Education in 3/4L 
We have been learning about Holy Week. Holy Week is the week before 
Easter and starts on Palm Sunday. We are preparing for Holy Thursday and 
Good Friday.  
Lexi & Blake 
 
Mufti Monday & Jelly Bean Guessing Competition 
Mini Vinnies would like to say thank you to the families of St Patrick’s for their 
generosity. $648 was raised for the Mayoral Appeal Fund. Two captains and 
two Mini Vinnies representatives will present the money raised to the Bega 
Valley Shire Council next week.  
 
Congratulations to Imogen Murray the winner of the Jelly Bean Guessing 
Competition.  
 
First Eucharist  
If you would like your child to be involved in the preparation for First Eucharist, 
please return the permission form to our School Office by Friday 6th April.  

PLAYGROUP NEWS 

Thank you to all the parents who attended the trial playgroup.  

Our next trial playgroup will be on the 13
th
 April, in the resource 

room at the back of the church.  All parents with playgroup aged 

children are welcome to come along. 

Mini Gauniqio receiving his Penola Vice Captain 

badge from Mrs Fraser this week. 

 


